
Safe Routes to School Webinar                                                            June 8 & 17 
 
Alive at 25 Training                                                                                 June 12 
  
Motocycle Awareness Campaign                                                         June 14 - 27 
 
Ride your Motorcycle to Work Day www.ridetowork.org              June 21  
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National Rural Summit on Traffic Safety Culture in Big Sky, MT   July 11-13  
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International Forum on Traffic Records and Highway Safety  
Information Systems in New Orleans, LA                                           July 25-28  
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Monthly Fatalities   

This newsletter is a product of the Idaho Highway Safety Coalition.   
To submit articles or ideas that we may consider for publication, send email 

to admin@idahohighwaysafety.org  

 

Traffic Fatalities are down for 2010.   
²ŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ   

What more can YOU do? 

 

Highway Fatalities   
 

Deaths    2009  2010  

April       17    11    

Total      62    40  

http://www.ridetowork.org/
mailto:admin@idahohighwaysafety.org


To Our Partners 

Hi Highway Safety Partners,  
 

I am so pleased to report that no traffic deaths occurred on Idaho highways during the Memorial Day weekend 

for the first time in 12 years.   Last year, six people died in five motor vehicle crashes on Idaho highways during 

the holiday reporting period, which began at 6 p.m. on the Friday before Memorial Day and concluded the following 

Tuesday at 6 a.m.   We looked back to 1981 and found only 3 years in which there were no traffic deaths during 

this busy travel holiday, 1982, 1987 and 1997.  The average toll for this holiday is 3.5 people killed.  
 

I am also very pleased to report that our traffic death count is only 55 through the month of May while the 

stateõs three-year average for motor vehicle fatalities through May is 88.  Nationally, motor vehicle deaths are 

down 10% in first four months of 2010 as compared to the corresponding 4 -month period in 2009.   Idaho is down 

34% by the same comparison.   And there are only a handful of states that show a greater decrease than 

Idaho.  Still, this is very preliminary information and the excellent reduction in traffic deaths could easily slip 

away. 
 

To what might we attribute this reduction?   Well, we canõt be sure, because there are many factors that contrib-

ute to traffic crashes.   We hope that Idahoõs culture is changing, and that people are focusing more of their at-

tention on driving. We hope people are buckling up, putting down cell phones, deciding to drive considerately, and 

saying no to driving after drinking. We hope people are making more responsible driving choices to improve the 

safety for themselves and for those they share the road with.  
 

Other contributors might include the high visibility enforcement campaigns.  Most recently, 68 law enforcement 

agencies participated in the safety restraint campaign funded through a grant administered by our office.   The 

campaign ran from May 24 through June 6.   Even agencies that did not receive incentive or overtime funds par-

ticipated in the safety effort by working with local media, visiting schools, and encouraging companies to put mes-

sages on reader boards and displaying posters.   In addition, other contributors might be the use of the ITD dy-

namic signs to share safety messages at no cost, improvements to roadways, safer cars, and the economy that 

may reduce recreational driving.    
 

We have just finalized our Idaho Traffic Crashes 2009 Report which can be accessed at http://itd.idaho.gov/

ohs/stats.htm .  This is a great resource for crash facts for Idaho.  Also, the 2010 Draft Strategic Highway 

Safety Plan has been approved by the SHSP Oversight Team and will be presented to the ITD Board for their 

adoption next week.   It will then be available on our website.   It has been a great opportunity to build partner-

ships and strengthen our safety community.    
 

Lastly, we want to build our safety community by learning of the various groups that are addressing traffic 

safety.   We want to begin to capture all the great work you are doing so that we can share it and build on your 

local successes.  If you are meeting with others to address safety, please email Evelyn Blank at 

admin@idahohighwaysafety.org .  
 

Thank you for your contributions to improving safety within your community.   Let us always remember to set a 

good example for others every time we get behind the wheel.  

 

Mary Hunter  

Highway Safety Manager  

Office of Highway Safety, ITD  

mary.hunter@itd.idaho.gov   

www.itd.idaho.gov/ohs  

Toward Zero Deaths, Every Life Counts   

http://itd.idaho.gov/ohs/stats.htm
http://itd.idaho.gov/ohs/stats.htm
mailto:admin@idahohighwaysafety.org
mailto:mary.hunter@itd.idaho.gov
http://www.itd.idaho.gov/ohs


Lisa Losness, Grants/Contracts Officer with the ITD Office of Highway 
Safety, demonstrates what happens when seat belts are not worn   
during the Mountain Home Airforce Base annual Safety Days, Monday, 
May 24, 2010.   

The day was filled with presentations, demonstrations and hands-on 
safety activities for the service men and women.  One of the activities 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƭŦ ŎŀǊǘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ  5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǿƻǊŜ άōŜŜǊ ƎƻƎƎƭŜǎέ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
them better understand the effects of drinking and driving. 

For more information about Seat Belt Safety contact Lisa at 
lisa.losness@itd.idaho.gov or 208-334-8103. 

ITD Press Release 

BOISE - Three Idaho law enforcement officers were honored with "Beyond the Traffic Stop" awards Wednesday (April 
28) during the 2010 Highway Safety Summit organized by the Idaho Transportation Department in Boise. 
 
Sgt. Brenda Smith, Post Falls Police Department, Officer Jeremy Barnes, Lewiston Police Department, and Officer 
Ryan Hayes, Montpelier Police Department, received awards for traffic enforcement efforts that also succeeded in 
capturing criminals or stopping criminal activity. 
 
The three law enforcement officers were working high-visibility enforcement mobilizations sponsored by ITD's Office 
of Highway Operations and Safety, and routine traffic enforcement. 
 
A driving under the influence (DUI) arrest on Jan. 1, conducted by Smith, led to a sizable drug seizure that included 
27.8 grams of heroin. Also in January, Barnes recovered $12,000 worth of marijuana and three illegal firearms as a 
result of a traffic stop for a taillight out. Hayes arrested a wanted fugitive responsible for the lockdown of two Poca-
tello schools as he was working a DUI mobilization last November.    
 
This is the second year that ITD's Office of Highway Operations and Safety presented the awards. 
 
The 2010 Highway Safety Summit included guest speakers and workshops about highway safety for more than 260 
attendees. 
 
               Read the original release at ITD.Idaho.gov 

Three law enforcement officers receive ITD "Beyond the Traffic Stop" awards 

Seat Belt Safety 

mailto:lisa.losness@itd.idaho.gov
http://apps.itd.idaho.gov/Apps/MediaManagerViewer/NewsRelease/NewsRelease.aspx?Id=2637


FHWA Peer-to-Peer Exchange 

ITD's effort to save lives on state highways through a Peer-to-Peer Exchange program has been identified as a model ini-

tiative by the Federal Highway Administration. FHWA provides an extensive analysis of ITD's November 4, 2009, peer ex-

change on its Web site: "Updating a Strategic Highway Safety Plan: Learning from the Idaho Transportation Department." 

 

More than 100 professionals, committed to reducing traffic fatalities, assembled for the exchange organized jointly by 

ITD's Office of Highway Operations and Safety and FHWA's Office of Safety. Delegates at the Boise event represented 

engineering, education, enforcement and emergency response disciplines. They focused on an update of Idaho's Strate-

gic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP), which is scheduled for completion this summer. 

 

ITD established an oversight team to update the safety plan. Leadership includes: 

¶ Scott Stokes, Oversight Team Chairman, Deputy Director, Idaho Transportation Department 

¶ Ginger Floerchinger-Franks, Trauma Registry Director, Idaho Hospital Association 

¶ Mary Hunter, Highway Safety Manager, Idaho Transportation Department 

¶ Brent Jennings, Highway Operations and Safety Engineer, Idaho Transportation Department 

¶ Lance Johnson, Safety and Traffic Program Manager, Federal Highway Administration 

¶ Tony Poinelli, Deputy Director, Idaho Association of Counties 

¶ Jerry Russell, Director, Idaho State Police, represented by Major Ralph Powell 

¶ Shirley Wise, Regional Program Manager, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

 

Officials from the Missouri Transportation Department and Washington State Department of Transportation presented 

overviews of their respective state plans at the Peer-to-Peer Exchange. Stokes, who was ITD's acting director at the time 

of the exchange, emphasized that highway safety and reducing traffic-related deaths and injuries is the department's 

primary goal. He said Idaho drivers have improved their driving habits and are making smarter decisions, but continued 

progress still needs to be made.  Highway safety needs to become a fundamental part of Idaho's culture, he said. 

 

The purpose of a peer exchange is to allow participants to learn from one another and incorporate advice, suggestions 

and best practices into their own activities, according to FHWA's Web summary."Idaho followed an approach used in Ne-

vada and Missouri by combining the learning opportunities of a peer exchange with a brainstorming session and SHSP 

update kickoff event for stakeholders." 

 

FHWA identified eight "lessons learned" that emerged from ITD's exchange: 

* Engage State DOT leadership in the SHSP update process 

* Stakeholder participation is essential 

* Analyses of safety data provide the foundation for prioritizing safety issues and improvement efforts 

* A peer exchange creates an effective environment for "kick-starting" a SHSP update 

* The SHSP Update Peer Exchange is a means to an end, not the end itself 

* Preparation and planning efforts are reflected in the overall success of the peer event 

* Recruit capable group leaders and facilitators to assist working groups 

* A one-day meeting does not provide enough time to complete data analysis, strategic planning, or development of ac-

tion plans 

 

To read FHWA's complete summary of the ITD Peer-to-Peer Exchange Program, please visit:  http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/

p2p/idaho/ 

FHWA Highlights ITD Peer-to-Peer Exchange as Part of Strategic Highway Safety Plan 

http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/p2p/idaho/
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/p2p/idaho/


Look Twice Campaign 

Motorcycle Safety Program 
 

/ƻƛƴŎƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ άwƛŘŜ ǘƻ ²ƻǊƪέ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ 
Safety will be sponsoring a Motorcycle Awareness Campaign, from June 
14th ς June 27th.  Now that the warmer weather has arrived, this is a 
good time to remind all drivers to be on the lookout for motorcyclists.   
 
¢ƘŜ ά[ƻƻƪ ¢ǿƛŎŜΣ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ 9ǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜέ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 
digital/poster billboards, pump topper posters, radio & television spots 
with the 30-ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ά¢Ƙƛƴƪέ ŀŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǿƛƭƭ 
begin on June 14th, with outdoor billboards starting on May 31st, 2010. 
 

Data from last year shows that more than half of all crashes were single vehicle crashes. (It is a possibility that an-
other vehicle may have contributed to the crash) 
 

To request 11x17 posters for distribution in your area, please contact Cecilia Arritola.  

She can be reached at Cecilia.Arritola@itd.idaho.gov or (208) 334-8112.   

Act Out Loud 

A group of local Sandpoint teenagers has been selected as a finalist in the national 
Act Out Loud competition, a contest sponsored by Allstate Insurance to promote the 
dangers of distracted driving. Winners of the video campaign contest collect a 
$20,000 cash prize and the benefit of knowing they are rallying for an important 
cause that can have a major positive impact on teen drivers. 

When Sandpoint teens Kipling and Rio Pedersen joined with videographer and Team 
Advisor, Justin Landis, to submit a project proposal in an effort to win the national 
!Ŏǘ hǳǘ [ƻǳŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƭǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘΦ wŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƴƛπ
tude of the impending task of carrying out the proposal, they wisely beefed up their team to include teens John Mares, 
Damen Rodriguez, and Elaina Arriondo. 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀǊΣέ ǎŀȅǎ мр-year-ƻƭŘ ¢ŜŀƳ [ŜŀŘŜǊΣ YƛǇƭƛƴƎ tŜŘŜǊǎŜƴΦ ά²Ŝ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ 
ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎŜ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ LŘŀƘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƪ ŀǊπ
Ŝŀǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΗέ 

The national Act Out Loud competition, sponsored by Allstate Insurance, received almost 100 proposals from groups of 
teens designed to help deter distracted teen driving. Twenty groups from twenty different states have been selected 
from across the nation to begin projects that are designed to attract public attention and raise awareness of the dan-
ƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŘǇƻƛƴǘ ǘŜŀƳ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ LŘŀƘƻΣ ǘƘŜ άCƛǎŎŀƭ WŀŎƪƘŀƳƳŜǊǎέ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǇƻƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ 
a $20,000 purse to be shared with their high school, principal, teammates and adviser. 

Please visit www.MobilityWire.com for the full article. 

{ŀƴŘǇƻƛƴǘ ¢ŜŜƴǎ ƛƴ Cƛƴŀƭǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ά!Ŏǘ hǳǘ [ƻǳŘέ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ aŀȅ ²ƛƴ ϷнлΣллл 

mailto:Cecilia.Arritola@itd.idaho.gov
http://www.mobilitywire.com/textarrest/2010/04/01/2125


Aggressive Driving Program 

Aggressive Driving Program 
 
67 agencies signed up for the statewide Aggressive Driving mobilization in April.  Participants included county sher-
iffs, local city police departments, and Idaho State Police (ISP).  The Spring mobilization kicked off on April 1, 2010.  
Effective the end of May, 47 agencies have reported results from this campaign.  Please see the chart below for a 
summary of this campaign: 

It is almost time again for the second Aggressive Driving campaign for the year, scheduled for July 15-26, 2010. Fund-
ing is available for overtime participation and equipment incentive reimbursement. We invite all of our law enforce-
ment partners to participate in this campaign. For those of you who cannot participate in overtime or incentive pro-
gram, we have posters & brochures you can distribute as part of the campaign.   The following partners have already 
signed up to participate.   

For more information about the Aggressive Driving Program, or if you want to participate in the July mobilization, 
please contact Cecilia Arritola, Grants/Contracts Officer @ Cecilia.Arritola@itd.idaho.gov, or (208) 334-8112. 

mailto:Cecilia.Arritola@itd.idaho.gov


Alive at 25 

 Location  Date  Time  Instructors Contact Information 

 Cassia County Sheriff's Office  May 29  9 a.m.  Deputy Robert Taylor 
Trooper Andrew Hitt 

 878-2251 
324-6000 

Nampa Police Training Center  June 12  5 p.m.  Officer Thomas Gearrey  465-2257 

Register online at idsafedriver.orgΦ  {ŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άFind a Courseέ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ zip code.  The schedule can also be 
accessed at www.idahoteendriving.org ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ƭƛǾŜ ŀǘ нрέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 
 
On June 11, Alive at 25 instructors and their supervisors are invited to the first Alive at 25 Workshop.  There is no 
charge for the workshop, held at POST and it will be held from 10:00 - 17:00.  Lunch will be provided. 
 
We are welcoming back Trooper Joy Grissom, National Training Director for Alive at 25 and the Colorado State Patrol.  
She will be sharing ideas to promote the Alive at 25 program in our Idaho communities; what has worked in other 
states; and ideas for ideas on posters, pamphlets and brochures from Colorado, Wyoming, Utah and others.  Also 
attending our workshop will be Rich Munroe from the Colorado State Patrol. 
 
Please contact Margaret Goertz at Margaret.goertz@itd.idaho.gov or (208) 334-8104 for more information.  

 

The agencies listed below have requested funding for the July 1-12, 2010 Impaired Driving Mobilization.  
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΣ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜΣ  

contact Kevin Bechen at 334-4467  or kevin.bechen@itd.idaho.gov. 
 

There are only OVERTIME funds left for this mobilization 

DISTRICT 1  DISTRICT 2  DISTRICT 3  DISTRICT 4  DISTRICT 5  DISTRICT 6  

BONNERS FERRY PD LEWISTON PD BOISE PD HAILEY PD MONTPELIER PD IDAHO FALLS PD 

COEUR Dô ALENE PD MOSCOW PD EAGLE PD HEYBURN PD POCATELLO PD IONA PD 

PONDERAY PD OROFINO PD GARDEN CITY PD JEROME PD SHELLEY PD REXBURG PD 

PRIEST RIVER PD IDAHO CSO HOMEDALE PD RUPERT SODA SPRINGS PD RIGBY PD 

RATHDRUM PD LEWIS CSO KUNA PD SHOSHONE PD BANNOCK CSO BONNEVILLE CSO 

SANDPOINT PD   NAMPA PD TWIN FALLS PD BINGHAM CSO CLARK CSO 

SPIRIT LAKE PD   STAR PD WENDELL PD CARIBOU CSO CUSTER CSO 

BONNER CSO   WILDER PD JEROME CSO POWER CSO FREMONT CSO 

KOOTENAI CSO   ADA CSO LINCOLN CSO   JEFFERSON CSO 

SHOSHONE CSO   BOISE CSO MINIDOKA CSO   MADISON CSO 

    CANYON CSO TWIN FALLS CSO   TETON CSO 

    OWYHEE CSO     ISP REGION 6 

    PAYETTE CSO       

    WASHINGTON CSO       

Impaired Driving Mobilization 

http://idsafedriver.org/component/option,com_course/task,browse/lid,301/&filter_zip=Itemid,19
http://idsafedriver.org/
http://www.idahoteendriving.org
mailto:Margaret.goertz@itd.idaho.gov
mailto:kevin.bechen@itd.idaho.gov


Operation Lifesaver 

LŘŀƘƻΩǎ wŀƛƭ {ŀŦŜǘȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ς Operation Lifesaver 
 
Idaho Operation Lifesaver is a non profit state organization dedicated to elimi-
nating collisions between trains and motor vehicles at highway rail intersec-
tions, and between trains and pedestrians along railroad right of ways. 
 
City, county and state law enforcement, the Departments of Transportation, 
Education, Public Utilities Commission, railroad companies in Idaho, federal 
agencies and many community volunteers sponsor this organization.  
 
The program began in Idaho back in 1972 in response to the high number of 
car/train collisions that were occurring. It has since spread nationwide, and 

into Canada, Mexico and Europe. Australia also started a similar program a few years ago. Since 1972, Operation Life-
saver in the United States is credited with helping save over 15,000 lives.  
   
The three approaches used are Education, Engineering and Enforcement.  
 
Education 
Idaho Operation Lifesaver volunteers give presentations to groups ranging from pre-school to senior citizens with a 
special emphasis on new drivers and professional drivers. These free safety presentations which include a video and 
vocal presentation, usually last about 45 minutes. During 2009, 566 presentations were given to 16,125 people. An-
other 128,751 people were contacted at community events and safety booths at fairs. 
 
In the last year, approximately 5000 posters dealing with driver and pedestrian safety were distributed to businesses 
and schools in Idaho.  
 
Idaho Operation Lifesaver conducts an annual statewide public service campaign on cable and local television stations. 
 
Engineering 
Idaho Operation Lifesaver works with city, county and state transportation departments to improve conditions at high-
way rail intersections. These improvements include closing redundant crossings and improving warning devices at 
other crossings, improving signage and warning devices.  
 
Enforcement 
LŘŀƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ άhŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ¢Ǌŀƛƴέ ŀƴŘ ά!ŘƻǇǘ ŀ /ǊƻǎǎƛƴƎΦέ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ 
on trains to observe driver reaction at highway rail intersections. When a motorist is observed disregarding the laws 
pertaining to the intersection, the officer radios other officers in patrol cars that stop the violator, explains the dangers 
and usually a citation is issued. With the Adopt a Crossing approach, officers pick a crossing within their jurisdiction and 
enforce the laws pertaining to it. 
 
In 1972, there were over 12,000 motor vehicle / train collisions in the United States resulting in over 1,200 fatalities 
and thousands more being injured. Since the inception of Operation Lifesaver, the number of collision has declined to 
2,391 collisions and 286 fatalities in 2008. 
 
In 2009, there were 10 motor vehicle / train collisions in Idaho compared to 88 in 1990. The combined education, engi-
neering and enforcement efforts have been instrumental in the reduction we have experienced. Unfortunately, as of 
April 20th this year we have had 6 motor vehicle / train crashes.  
 

For additional information or to become involved with Idaho Operation Lifesaver, contact  
Chris Arvas, State Coordinator at 208-236-5626 or by email at CJARVAS@UP.COM 

mailto:CJARVAS@UP.COM


What does a Drug Recognition Expert do? 

Anchorage Driver in Wreck with Horse and Carriage Charged 
with DUI ς Later Found to be Suffering from Medical Condition 
 
On April 5, 2010, Anchorage, Alaska police charged a 25-year-old Anchorage 
woman with driving under the influence and other offenses after she crashed into 
another vehicle and then a horse-drawn carriage in downtown Anchorage.                                         
              
It all started around 8 p.m. when Shannon Haggitt, driving a Dodge Ram pickup, 
was exiting the parking lot of a downtown Anchorage hotel and suddenly lost control of her vehicle.  
  
According to Anchorage police, her truck hit a Volkswagen, and the driver of the Volkswagen got out and walked over 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊϥǎ ǎƛŘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ !ǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
then struck a downtown Anchorage horse and carriage broadside, driving the carriage onto the sidewalk, pinning a 
woman behind it and striking a male pedestrian. 
 
The woman pinned by the carriage suffered broken ribs. The man suffered contusions, and both were treated and re-
leased at a local hospital. The carriage ended up in pieces in front of a local downtown restaurant. Neither the horse 
nor the carriage driver was injured.  
 
Police at the scene tried to question the driver but were unable to obtain good information from her. When asked 
what day it was, she responded "2008," according to a document filed by police. She had difficulty with field sobriety 
tests and was subsequently arrested for DUI. Medical personnel at the scene and several witnesses suspected she was 
under the influence of alcohol. She gave contradictory information on whether she had been drinking alcohol prior to 
the crashes.  
 
After her arrest, she provided a .00% breath test. After determining that alcohol was not a factor in the crashes, Officer 
Steve Dunn, an Anchorage Police Department Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) was summoned to conduct a drug evalua-
tion on the suspect.  
 
During the drug evaluation of the suspect Officer Dunn noted that she was having difficulty with the psychophysical 
tests and was also having difficulty comprehending instructions. Officer Dunn also noted an unusual difference in the 
ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘΩǎ ǇǳǇƛƭ ǎƛȊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜ м ƳƳ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǇǳǇƛƭ ǎƛȊŜǎ ƛƴ ǊƻƻƳ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŘŀǊƪπ
ness her left pupil was approximately 5.5 mm in size and her right pupil was approximately 8.0 mm in size. He also 
noted that her clinical signs varied and were not consistent with someone under the influence of drugs.  
 
Officer Dunn continued the evaluation and questioned her regarding any history of medical issues. The suspect initially 
denied any medical problems or issues. However, at the conclusion of the evaluation she commented that she may 
have had a seizure a while ago, but was not sure.  
 
After concluding the evaluation and determining the suspect was not impaired by drugs and most likely suffering from 
a medical condition, jail staff was alerted. Soon after completing the drug evaluation the suspect had what was sus-
pected as a seizure and was transported to the local hospital. Medical personnel at the hospital determined that the 
suspect had if fact suffered a seizure. The suspect has since been diagnosed with epilepsy and is being treated for that 
illness.  
 
This is an excellent example of how the Drug Evaluation and Classification (DEC) Program can assist in identifying medi-
cal problems in suspected impaired drivers and can also serve as a valuable and effective tool in preventing improper 
impaired driving arrests and in saving lives.  
 
Chuck Hayes, Regional Operations Coordinator for the IACP (International Drug Evaluation and Classification Program) 

http://www.adn.com/2010/04/05/v-gallery/1213372/unrelated-paths-chanced-to-cross.html


Interactive Highway Safety Design Model 

The Interactive Highway Safety Design Model (IHSDM) is a software analysis tool for evaluating safety and operational 
effects of geometric design decisions on highways.  It takes existing or proposed highway designs and checks them 
against existing policy values.  It also provides an estimate of the expected safety and operational performance. The 
methodology is consistent with that found in the Highway Safety Manual.  Below is a resource list that will provide links 
to information about this web-based interactive tool. 
















