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Jan 23  !ƭƛǾŜ ŀǘ нр /ŀǎǎƛŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 
  & Kootenai County Fire Station #3 
Feb 6  Alive at 25 Nampa Police Training Center 
Feb 13  Alive at 25 Middleton Fire Station 
Feb. 19   Letter of Intent deadline for OHS 2011 grant cycle 
Mar 12-22 Impaired driving mobilization 
April  Alcohol Awareness Month - www.nih.gov 
April 1-12 Aggressive Driving mobilization 
April 11-13 Lifesavers Conference - Philadelphia, PA 
  www.lifesaversconference.org 
April 19-23 National Work Zone Awareness Week - 
  http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov 
April 28  Idaho Highway Safety Summit 

Calendar 

Toward Zero Deaths   

This newsletter is a product of the Idaho Highway Safety Coalition.   
To submit articles or ideas that we may consider for publication, send email 

to admin@idahohighwaysafety.org  

 

Please visit itd.idaho.gov   
to learn more about the  

Strategic Highway Safety Plan  

Idaho Highway Safety Coalition:  

www.IdahoHighwaySafety.org  

http://itd.idaho.gov/info/home_articles/safety_plan.htm
http://www.nih.gov
http://www.lifesaversconference.org
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov
mailto:admin@idahohighwaysafety.org
itd.idaho.gov
http://www.IdahoHighwaySafety.org


To Our Partners 

Hi Highway Safety Partners,  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter!  I am very pleased to report that the number of 

people killed on Idaho's roads in 2009 was down for the fourth year in a row!  2008 has seen the few-

est number of people killed on record since 1976 when we began using electronic data collection.   

 

To what do we attribute this success?  Even at the national level, no one can state for sure what is 

making the difference as most states are showing reductions for 2009.  There is some indication that 

when the economy is bad, traffic deaths decline.  While the economy may be a contributor, Idaho's fa-

talities have been declining since 2005, well before the recession.  We do not attribute it to reduced 

levels of exposure because our fatality rate (based on traffic deaths/vehicle miles traveled) has also 

shown steady decreases while population has shown a steady increase.  We believe that better driving 

choices, safer roads, safer cars, and improved crash response have all helped.  But we can do much 

more.  

 

The legislative session is upon us and ITD has a proposal to require that adults who violate Idaho's 

safety restraint law pay the associated court costs, just as is currently done by the drivers under age 

18 who are cited for the same violation.  Court costs are assessed on all traffic citations except for 

adult safety restraint violations.  Adding these court costs will reduce the current burden on the state 

budget when violators are cited.   Some safety restraint facts are provided in this newsletter.  Let us 

know if you would like more information on Idaho's safety restraint issue.  

 

Idaho's Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) is coming together and we hope to have it finalized in 

the next two months.  This will be our guiding document to assist Idaho in focusing resources on the 

biggest contributors to traffic deaths and serious injuries so that we can make the best use of limited 

resources to address the issues efficiently and economically.  You can review the data and presenta-

tions that are contributing to the SHSP at http://itd.idaho.gov/info/home_articles/safety_plan.htm .  

 

In closing, we are developing some new educational efforts to promote a culture shift regarding traffic 

safety in Idaho.  This culture shift is toward an expectation that people will make responsible driving  

choices.  We also want Idahoans to realize that traffic deaths are not just a normal part of life in 

Idaho.  They are family tragedies that often could have been prevented.  Please do all you can to help 

us get that message resonating throughout our communities.  In these tough economic times, we all 

need to be even more vigilant with our decision -making.  When someone is injured in a traffic crash, 

85% of the medical costs are paid by others, not the person involved in the crash.  Let's all demon-

strate responsible driving choices every time we get behind the wheel.  

 

Thanks for all you do to keep Idahoans Alive!  

Mary Hunter  

Highway Safety Manager  

mary.hunter@itd.idaho.gov  

www.itd.idaho.gov/ohs  

Toward Zero Deaths, Every Life Counts  

http://itd.idaho.gov/info/home_articles/safety_plan.htm
mailto:mary.hunter@itd.idaho.gov
http://www.itd.idaho.gov/ohs


tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ {ŀŦŜǘȅ tƭŀƴ  
written by Mary Hunter, Highway Safety Manager 

 

I am very pleased to report that our fatality count for 2009, while not final, is well below the number of people who 
ŘƛŜŘ ƻƴ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ нллуΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻǿΗ 
 

This year is off to a great start as well.  We currently know of fewer than 5 traffic deaths in 2010 thus far.   While any 
number but zero is a family tragedy, Idaho has typically suffered 23 fatalities in January based on the average for 2006-
2008. Perhaps we are making progress already in attaining the goal of reducing traffic deaths to meet our goal of no 
more than 200 by 2012. 
 

We have also made steady progress in reducing the fatality rate which is the number of fatalities divided by the num-
ber of miles traveled.  Our fatality rate back in 1976 was 4.29 per 100 mil annual vehicle miles traveled (AVMT).  In 
2009, the rate was 1.52, our lowest fatality rate on record. 
 

Pictured below is our new billboard to be viewed near Smelterville on Interstate 90.  We are shifting our media messag-
ing to stress responsible driving choices and we hope this will help drive that message home.  Let us know what you 
think of it. 

 
 
 
 

 

Also on the billboard is our new logo for our Strategic Highway Safety Plan theme, Toward Zero Deaths.  We encourage 
you to use it for your efforts tied to reducing traffic deaths and serious injuries.  Please let us know how and where you 
are using it. 
 

 

Remember the tools that we are using to march forward in reducing traffic deaths: 
 

Data driven  Using data to drive decisions to fund projects so that we make sound choices that focus  
  on reducing traffic deaths as well as serious injuries. 

 

Partnerships   Increasing partnerships to multiply our efforts as we address highway safety. 
 

Culture    Promoting a culture shift to responsible driving and to the belief that that traffic deaths  
  are not just a normal part of life in Idaho. 

 

 Commitment   We will leave no stone unturned in our effort to reduce traffic deaths. 
 

 Evaluation   Evaluating programs and projects to see if what we are doing is working and how we can 
  be more effective. 

 

I hope that you are out there striving to make a difference in your communities.  I recall being told once that I will 
never know how many lives I have saved.  I would like you to hear that too! 

SHSP Progress Report  



Highway Safety Grants 


